SECTION   2.

Fuel  Oil.
Petroleum in a natural product which has a wide
distribution throughout the world.
ft in possible that oil deposits originated from animal
or vegetable matter deposited with a mineral sedirnont,
but tho exact origin of petroleum is Btill a matter for
spec; illation.
Oil deposits aro found in tho interstices of porous strata,
such as Bands, sandstones, and limestone, and the location
is generally overlaid by an impervious covering of clay or
compact shales.
The presence of an oil well may be indicated by tho
nature of the surrounding country. Thus, an escape of
natural gas from the surface of a location, or from small
mud volcanoes, is usually a good indication of the presence
of oil.
The oil IB tapped by sinking a well. Thin operation in,
in some oases, a matter of groat difficulty and expoiiHo,
owing to tho great depth which separates the oil pocket
from the surface.
Perhaps the most widely used boring system in America
is tho Percussion process.
A square wooden tower in erected over the point at which
sinking is to commence. Heavy drilling bits, ranging in
diameter from 20 ins. down to 4| inn. are suspended
centrally from the top of the tower by stout wire oableu.
A rapid up-and-down motion is given to the bit, which
pulverises the ground and reduces it to mud. This action